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As we wrap up the year, our Winter Issue brings together some of our favourite
moments and stories from this season. It was our favourite issue to create because
¢ Christmas makes everything feel warmer, brighter and full of joy We've loved
¢« capturing everything that makes St. Lawrence feel alive, even in the cold)From:
,festlve events and pupil achievements to small everyday moments, this issue is all
about celebrating our school cow ‘and the - things that make this time of
i b, S oA | f§y€arspecial. .
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ing the St Lawrence Edition
Magazine

4th November

A sneak peek into our school magazine, where

the editorial team shared upcoming stories,

student creativity and how everyone can get

involved. The assembly got everyong(m e

about contributing ideas and reading e : Sk

edition.

Remembrance
11th November
assembly reflecting on those who
crificed for freedom, led by the History

and learning from the past. Pupils

encouraged to pause, reflect and ap 'a_te‘

'W%
1\~

oot i@ the significance of this historic day

the significance of history in shapin
world.

‘ -;-,_B_f__.ﬁ_tcnhnio on the 17th of November

18th November

in=@Feete, connecting pupils with national
history and the importance of standing up for
democracy. The assembly reminded everyohe
of the power of youth voices and collective
action.

International Day for Toleranéce
23th November
Celebrating diversity and promoting kindness,
understanding and respect among pupils
across the school. It encouraged pupils to

about small acts of tolerance can
£ big nce in everyday life.

epartment, emphasizing respect, mer?
re

Every Tuesday during form time, pupils gather for
assemblies led by teachers, departments and pupil
groups. These weekly sessions give everyone a
chance to come together as a school community —
to share ideas, celebrate achievements and explore
new topics. From wellbeing and science, to culture
and national celebrations, assemblies play an
important role in encouraging learning beyond the
classroom.

Romania School Trip
2th December
mmary of the school trip, highlighting
ral learning, exciting activities and the
ce to explore a new country. It gave
s a taste of the adventure and learning
iences that lie ahead.

World Disability Day
4th December

The Biology Ambassadors deli
presentation in recognition of
Disability Day, raising awareness of di
and inclusion. The session high%t
importance of understanding fferent
abilities, promoting equality and forstering a
supportive and inclusive school community.

1 ternational Mountain Day
/' 9th December

- preﬁmvhon celebrating mountains, their
importance to the environment and inspiring
pupils to appreciate and protect natulfa
landscapes. Pupils were encouraged to thim
about how humans can live in harmony wit
nature and safeguard these natural wonders.

Celebrating Success
16th December |

A celebratory presentation recognising the
highest number of merits, where the top three
pupils from each year group were proudly
acknowledged. The event highlighted
dutstanding effort, commitment and positive
attitudes, celebrating pupils who consistently

4 ,go.above and beyond in school life.
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Maps, Mud, and Memories

IA Bronze pupils tackle their first Mt. Parnitha expedition with
courage and laughter

SATURDAY 8" - SUNDAY 9 NOVEMBER 2025 & SATURDAY 22nd - SUNDAY 23" NOVEMBER 2025

expe
foundation
Well done
~expedition




Debating at Deree




Remembrance Day v i 200

St. Lawrence College pupils take part in a day of
reflection and respeect

Under a bright autumn sky at the War Cemetery in Paleio Faliro, St.
Lawrence College was honoured to support the British Embassy’s annual
Remembrance Day Service. The ceremony brought together ambassadors,
dignitaries and members of the international\community to honour the
men and women who gave their lives in service.

Our Junior School ‘pupils played a meaningful role in the event, assisting
dignitaries as wreath layers and helping with the sale of poppiesion behalf
of the'Royal British Legion. Theéir involvement reflected the compassion,
respect and sense of responsibility that our school strives to cultivate.
Senior School pupils alse represented St. Lawrence College with pride.
Max._Stephenson. and Ivy Mae Geraci delivered thoughtful and moving
readings, while other pupils contributed musically by playing the violin
and singing during the service. Their performances added a gentle,
reflective tone to/ the ceremony, highlighting the importance of
remembrance through boeth words and music.

The event was attended by ambassadors and officials from around the
world, including the British and American Ambassadors to Greece — a
reminder of the enduring significance of Remembrance Day and the unity
it iInspires.

We are deeply proud«of our pupils for their contribution to/such an
important eceasion:“Through their participation, they helped honour the
past while demonstrating the values that define our school community.
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(Background designed by Ellie Karaiossifidi)
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- v gs, Culture, and City Streets: Year 12 & 13 Trip

'

This November, our Year 12 and 13 pupils
travelled to Romania for a four-day journey
that combined history, culture and plenty of
fun. Accompanied by Ms Stafford, Ms
Kladidis, Ms Michaelides and Mr Courts, the
group began their adventure with an early
morning flight to Bucharest before heading
north into the mountains.

The first stop was Bran, where pupils
explored the legendary Vlad Tepes Castle,
famously associated with Dracula. Its misty
towers and dramatic setting made for a
memorable introduction to Transylvania. As
Ms Michaelides described it, “Dracula’s
castle was suitably spooky, with its
labyrinthine stairways and tiny, cell-like
rooms containing hidden shadowy corners
and all manner of gruesome objet d’art.”
From there, the group continued to Brasov,
checked into their hotel and wandered the
colourful streets of the old town, enjoying
the lively atmosphere. “Brasov was a
beautiful historical town with cobbled
streets and tiny little cafés, all set against the
spectacular Carpathian mountains,” she
added.

The following day included a tour of Brasov
and a visit to Peles Castle in Sinaia,
celebrated for its ornate interiors and alpine
surroundings.

November 12" - 13" 2025

Later, the group returned to Bucharest, where

two highlights awaited: a visit to the
Romanian Parliament — a clear fan favourite
due to its scale and grandeur — and the newly
built National Cathedral, now the largest
Orthodox church in the world. Being able to
visit the Parliamental Palace was an extra

treat everyone loved, reflecting the
enthusiasm felt by both students and
teachers.

Afternoons allowed pupils to explore the city
at their own pace, while evenings offered a
chance to relax and enjoy the bustling
Bucharest streets together. Bucharest was a
lively centre with impressive buildings and
great places to eat, capturing the vibrant
contrast to the quieter mountain towns.

A final stop at the Afi Cotroceni centre
rounded off the trip before the evening flight
back to Athens. Despite the cold and frequent
rain, the atmosphere throughout the journey
remained positive. Pupils made the most of
each day, enjoyed exploring together and
returned with plenty of stories — and very
cold fingers. As Ms Michaelides put it: “Most
importantly, we teachers loved the trip
because it allowed us to spend quality time
with our amazing Year 12s and 13s — they
were an absolute joy and we had so much
fun! 10
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Throughout the ‘day, classes browsed shelves filled ith ?ntemporary Greek
literature and had the exciting opportumty to meet \E‘ues Lhuthors who spoke
about their work, shared their creative _]ourneys a sig ped copies of their -

powerful—-exploratloli “of € and Pﬁﬂying,__ — 3
g‘ Marlanna Kounmarianou’s e f:hantlng portrayal of Yannoulis leale;gas, to Eléni .-
&% Syoronow’s compelling ' dive into history and the imaginative ALt ed -

egestas con L
bition offered pu ils
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Discovering
Degrees

Nicosia University’s
Talk with Years 12 & 13

November 27th 2025

Growing a
Greener
Future

SLC Joins Community

Tree-Planting Event

November 30th 2025
B -1,-::,




ading to Mount Hymettus for a day
en thening the navigational skills they

, compasses and growing
| -pupils were ready to put their
develo ping’ abilities to the test in a more challenging

tea shared responsibility,
ree groups. Each team
uiding their peers
vigating key
ip rotation

kg@rvmg as le
‘varied trails aan X
e

keeplng pace
another as the terrai
more demanding s ctior 5

The training »session ﬂ(}@?ﬂﬂe@
successfui% co pletmg their
Instructors p

since their tlon session in Parnitha—this
time showing ~~“independence, clearer
communica ger confidence in the
outdoors.
The experlencg/ nt Hymettus marked another
step forward in their IA journey, reinforcing both
practical skills and the teamwork ethos at the heart of
the Bronze Award.

18




Debate.
Diplomacy.
Determination.

St. Lawrence delegates shine with confidence and
collaboration at CGS MUN
December 12th-14th 2025
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Anatolia Aegean
Tournament 202

From cold, rainy matches to walks at the square, our

pupils represented their school with pride and spirit.
December 4th-7th 2025
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This year’s football fixtures took both teams away from school for
several days for the Aegean Athletic Tournament, an annual
competition that brings together schools from across Greece.
While the tournament includes volleyball, basketball, and
football, our school sends teams to compete in football only. This
year marked our fourth year participating, following a pause
caused by COVID-19. In the first year back after the pandemic,
our girls’ team won first place, and in subsequent years, our
teams have consistently achieved second and third place finishes,
demonstrating a strong tradition of competitive football.

With an

demonstrations, the journey was longer than expected, and the

early departure caused by ongoing farmers’

teams arrived at their hotel at around 7:30 in the evening,
followed by dinner and rest.

The weather played its part throughout the trip. Cold, rainy
conditions added an extra challenge on the pitch, demanding
concentration and adaptability from both teams. Despite this, the
girls’ team delivered three competitive performances, drawing 3—
3 against,Athens College, losing 4—2 to Campion, and finishing
with.a =1 draw against Pierce. These results placed the team just
short of ‘qualification for the semi-finals, highlighting how closely
contested the group stage was.

The boys opening match against Athens College proved difficult,
but they regrouped forstheir next game and came away with a 3—1
win jagainst Pinewood. Across the games, the emphasis was not
only on results but on learning to respond to different opponents
and match situations. An ualueky group draw meant the boys
faced Athens College, widely regarded as one of the strongest
teamsn the competition, and therefore making progression from

the group stage especially demanding;

Away from the pitch, the trip offered moments to
relax and connect as a group. A visit to the mall
provided a warm welcome before the matches,
giving pupils time to unwind, explore and enjoy
each other’s company after a long day of travel.
These quieter moments were just as important in
shaping the overall experience. Support from
teammates and pupils was constant throughout
the games. Cheering from the sidelines created a
strong sense of unity, lifting spirits during difficult
moments and celebrating the efforts on the pitch.
The encouragement did not go wunnoticed,
reinforcing the importance of collective support in

school sport.

Saturday night offered a calmer end to a busy
schedule, with pupils taking a walk at the square
after the boys’ final match. Sunday brought the
long journey home, which called for plenty of rest
and recovery. In spite of the extended bus ride, the
experience was filled with conversation, laughter
and reflection, proving that the value of an
immersive trip far outweighs the convenience of a

short plane journey.

Trips like this extend far beyond the final score.
They build confidence, strengthen friendships and
give pupils valuable experience competing away
from home. With this year’s lessons in mind, the
teams will return next season better prepared and

ready to build on what was achieved.
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Teachergand pupils face off in football and volleyl}ilf ;‘
December 17th 2025,
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WHAT THE LITTLE
ARE TP

Ancient Adventures with Year 1
26th November 2025

N\

Charity Ninjas Take Over! —
Christmas Bazaar & Bake Sale
Magic

9th and 10th December 2025

opPdD

Santa’s Visit to St. Lawrence
15th and 16th December 2025




G1v1ng Back This
Festlve Season - The
PIKPA Raffle & Visit

Thls festive season, our school community came
_ togethel‘ to support PIKPA Voula through a
' charlty raffle that highlighted the power of
t'x gene;:osﬁy and collective effort. Thanks to the
,,; 1mmed1ate and enthusiastic response from
“famlhes and staff, the initiative was a great
success allowing the school to provide PIKPA
th all the requested items and more.
: '”A heartfelt thank you goes to everyone who
L cOntnbuted, whether by donating items, offering
£ ~ prizes;/¢ oOr purchasing raffle tickets. Your kindness
transformed a simple idea into a meaningful act
of “giving and demonstrated the strong sense of
commumty that defines St. Lawrence College.
Fo]lowmg the raffle draw, which took place
,__-_;,- _during a whole-school assembly, a group of
- 1-Senior School House Captains and volunteers
- visited PIKPA Voula to deliver the donations in
/! petson; PIKPA supports young adults who, for
-\l various'réasons, have been abandoned and do
j': “not-have families of their own, making the work
they' do especially vital.
Jﬁ_ Seem the facilities, meeting the residents and
..r:'-'.' u gggs’candmg their daily lives made the visit a
tmly eye-opening and educational experience.
The gratitude and warmth shown by the young
e adults we met was deeply moving and it
S remg;ced just how meaningful our support was.
Wii?glt we did was not only helpful but genuinely
speaal
More than just a charitable activity, the
eXperlence reminded us of the importance of
\‘empathy, gratitude and social responsibility. It

T*;?

was a moment that many of us will carry wi
relflforcmg the idea th en smzﬂiv actions caﬁl
'/, make a Ir|near_13ng\\ful ffererw:e&:f\}l%‘
N to$ther AR #

|‘¥

How the SLC Serv1ces’ -
Society contlnue‘g@o -
turn compassion ~1ntoz

actio n;_"'_
At St. Lawrence College, the Services Soc‘retyf A
stands as a shining example of compassmn' !
and teamwork. Each year, pupils from—a(;ross e
the school come together to plan and carry-out
projects that make a real difference in peopié’s_;
lives — from local initiatives to 1ntematlonalj'_;‘_’_' ) -
causes. Their goal is simple yet powerful: ‘to
serve others and spread kindness wherever."_
it’s needed most. IR 2 S
One of the Society’s longest-runmng prOJects
is its support for refugees amvmg on. the
island of Samos. Since 2015, puplls hhavg. '_
helped collect clothing, shoes -and “othex y”x«*’
essentials for families arriving in Greece, oftep. Z
after long and difficult journeys. Durmg thlS’f
year’s Autumn Festival, donations poured. 1nT
once again — from warm clothes and shoes 10 L
funds that will go toward buyisg much-
needed underwear and socks. = I,
But the Society’s work doesn’t stop-there. =
With Christmas approaching, members: are .
preparing to assemble gift /boxes for children': *'
in need, filled with small but meanlng*ﬁgl
presents like books, scarves, soaps, and
toothpaste. These boxes are a remmder that
even the smallest act of kindness can brgghten
someone’s day. S jhr = :_:--:f
The Services Society embodies the spn:kt o’f St
Lawrence — empathy, commumt}? { and VZ
service. Through every project, big or- sma,]l
our/pupils show that helplng others i is noi Just ‘x

somethlng we do —?— 1t.s part of who We hre 26 s
-—'. ‘“ WO, !'u .
- i'_
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Sit ortunity to tray#*to Ugada
e in voluntary teaching a d wo acement begg#f in Jinja,
t city in the country, where*he worked in an AIDS clinic. “I was usin§
., .. carpentry s in an AIDS clinic and then I was teaching in a place in northern Uganda,
%, “where the Lord’s Resistance Army was”. The Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) was an armed
rebel group that emerged in northern Uganda in the late 1980s, led by Joseph Kony. It
claimed tombe fighting for a society based on religious principles, but in reality it became
“known for extréme violence, including the abduction of children, forced recruitment and
attaeks on civilians across Uganda and neighbouring countries. Joseph Kony presented
himself as.a spiritual leader, but his actions and the group’s activities caused widespread
‘suffering andinstability in the region. Today, the LRA is widely recognized as a violent
msurgent group,tand its history is studied as a warning about how ideology and power
can be misused to justify harm. Mr Feeneey describes his days in Uganda where he
spent making répairs, supporting overstretched staff and witnessing the human cost of a
disease that had'devastated entire communities. “I had to help with some unpleasant
B, things as were the people that lost their lives. It was... yeah. That stuff stays with you.”
He and a small group 'of, fellow volunteers wanted something ordinary, something
utiful, something that would remind them of the world beyond grief. “We just wanted
a f)ﬁﬁafo to marKthe extraordinary experience. Something light after a heavy week.”
he elephants were moving in a straight line across the horizon large, medium, small. A
rd moment. He asked the guide if they could step out for a quick picture. He was
Canadians and an Irish girl.
standing there, this little bunch of tourists, totally oblivious and then we heard

nesses were crawling toward them. Interviewer: “Would you do anythi .-! n

lunteers sgarted screaming,” he laughs now, though he admits he didn’t find Mr Feeney: “Probably not get g van! IBEEEY was
the tigae@®But I don’t know; I just snapped into survival mode. Teacher mode. cooleven though it could have gone either way.j
d them to not make a sound and sit completely still.” They shuffled Today, when he tells the story, he does so wi Ixtu
e lions advanced. of humour, humility and quiet reflectiol® The lig
slow movement. And thank God it worked.” encounter may be the headline moment—the {p:
ped back1nto the van just as the lionesses circled it. everyone leans in to hear—but he maintains that it\was
p amazing photo in the end,” he says. “But it could have gone a very wrong only one small piece of a.much larger experience.

way. What truly stayed with him Wesesthe people he met: the
Refleg his trip: clinic staff who worked._tirelessly with limited*Fésourees, »
: Intefiviewer: “How did it feel, once you were back inside?” the pupils in northern Uganda“eagemtolearn despitesthe
MyWFeeney: “Relief, like when you finish a huge exam and find out you passed but challenges around them and.the communities rebuilding
siii@nger than that.” themselves with strength and digni-ty. Forour'school, the
# \ story is more than an entertaining tale."Tt's"a reminder

that teachers have lived whole chapters of-life“Betore
stepping into our classrooms—chapters._filled withenisks;
courage and moments that change their understanding of
the world. \

Importance of charity:

Through Volunteer “Worldy, volunteers have the
opportunity to take pagt My impactful cemmunity

utreach programs“actess Uganddsthat support health,_-—
dugation and social *developmient. Medical outréaches ——

hre TR twi week, offésingufrectesting'and treatment
or 5Se h as Maalariay, mifectionSgand wounds,
whi b di ting rafiluito Nets, déworming tablets)
vita , e sanjiApads.andlife-Saving mama
iis tOWMpe oth b may othenwiseibeyturned

h@ acilij bluntectSgalso_contribute-to

oY en ives thafilieach sustdinable

come-generatiisikills rovide S nceonshealth,
hygiene a¥ Qo119 pS Kamy isenyitslum;
lunteers R4 Sicty sta ippoihsireet-

connected children_throug | edig®_care,
nutritious _p 2vsHpac Tuci andj
family . ARSRTSIAC S g ic) hy Fisits
cultural excursion Qw voluntegtSule TMter) tan
Ugandan comm ».:\

long-term change.

red itive
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Interview with Despoina Salacha: Graduated in 2025 / Studying at UCL

Q: What’s one belief or mindset you had in school that completely changed once you graduated?
A: That getting into university was the hard part! Even though university life gives you more freedom, having to take care
of yourself whilst also balancing a heavy study load can be overwhelming. Also, there is no longer anyone chasing after

you to stay on track or do your work so it’s easy to fall behind and forget things. You have to keep yourself accountable.

Interview with Socratis Charitonidis: Graduated in 2023 / Handball
Athlete

Q: How did balancing academics and athletics at SLC prepare you for university life?

A: Balancing school and athletics was definitely challenging. My goal had always been to play handball professionally,
which meant missing many school days for tournaments and training sessions. Sometimes I wish I had studied harder,
but I'm also grateful that I gave everything I had to pursue something I love—and I can proudly say that it paid off.

Q: Which place on campus held the best memories for you- and why?

A: The place that holds my favourite memories is the PE Department office, where my friends and I would spend several
lunch breaks hanging out. We’d always end up laughing with our favourite teacher, Mr. Dikaioulias, who never failed to
have a new joke ready. Every week he’d show us his favourite funny video, and he’d keep laughing at it every single day

until the next one came along.

Your Voices, Your Views!

We asked pupils to share their thoughts through our school-wide survey — and you delivered once again! Here’s what you

had to say about everything Winter related!

What’s your all-time favorite winter or holiday movie?

Home Alone

What's your favourite sweet?

Melomakarona

When do you start decorating for the holidays?

Early December

Would you rather wear ugly Christmas sweaters all winter or only eat fruitcake for dessert?
Ugly Sweaters

What’s your favorite winter beverage?

Hot Chocolate

Which song instantly puts you in a festive mood?

"All I Want for Christmas Is You” — Mariah Carey

Do you prefer giving homemade gifts or store-bought gifts?

Store bought

What is your favorite Christmas tradition?

Exchanging gifts

Would you rather have a snowball fight or build a giant snowman?
Snowball fight

What’s your favorite winter sport?

Skiing
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A COLLECTION OF ART FROM ‘6HR TALENTED KEY STAGE 4 PUPILS




~ MELOMAKARONA

INGREDIENTS FOR THE
COOKIES:

. 1 cup olive oil

. /2 cup vegetable oil
e 3/4 cup sugar
. 1/2 cup orange juice

. Zest of 1-2 oranges

1/4 cup brandy (optional but

traditional)
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp cinnamon
1/2 tsp ground cloves
Pinch of nutmeg (optional)
4 cups all-purpose flour
FOR THE SYRUP:
I cup sugar
1 cup water
1 cup honey
1 cinnamon stick
2—3 whole cloves
1 orange slice
FOR TOPPING:
Crushed walnuts (¥2—1 cup)
Ground cinnamon for
sprinkling

INSTRUCTIONS

1. MAKETHEDOUGH: &

In a large bowl, whisk together:
olive oil, vegetable oil, sugar,
orange juice, orange zest and

brandy.

In another bowl, mix the flour,

baking powder, baking soda,

cinnamon, cloves and nutmeg.
Slowly add dry ingredients into
the wet mixture.
Mix gently with your hands until ﬁ
the dough is soft but not sticky.

Don't over-knead or theyll get |

tough.
2. SHAPE & BAKE.:
Preheat oven to 180°C.
Shape the dough into small oval

cookies (traditional shape). ; .
Press lightly with a fork to create k .
texture. 3
Bake for 20—25 minutes until
golden brown.
3. MAKE SYRUP:

In a pot, add water, sugar,
cinnamon stick, cloves and
orange slice.

Boil for 4-5 minutes.
Add honey and stir until
dissolved.

Remove from heat.

4. COMBINE.:

While cookies are warm, dip
them into the warm syrup for
10—15 seconds each.
Place on a platter and sprinkle
with walnuts & cinnamon.

) &
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Can you recognise your teachers from their baby photos? We've collected a
selection of adorable childhood pictures from staff members; some are easy,

some surprisingly tricky! Take a look, make your guesses and see how many
you can get right. Good luck!
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y Christmas Poems
o ‘Mistletoe’ by Walter De La Mare

e ‘A Christmas Poem’ by Wendy

Cope
« ‘Balloons’ by Slyvia Plath
o ‘With Best Wishes’ by

Parker

« ‘December 26 by Kenn Nesbitt




CAREERS GUIDE SESSIONS

Careers guidance sessions started after the half-term
holiday and consist of two 40-minute sessions led by
Ms Helen Stephenson, a parent of pupils at our school.
The sessions focus on mapping students’ strengths and
interests, as well as discussing values and future
aspirations. They have been very well received by those
who have taken part. So far, the sessions have been
offered to Year 13 pupils over the past two months.
After Christmas, Year 12 pupils will have the
opportunity to sign up for this valuable experience.
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@ Spring Term  Key Stage 5
Begins Visit to Nicosia

University at
Elliniko
12 13 14 15 16 17
19 20 21 22 23 24 2
PSHE - Senior
School \
26 27 28 29 30 30 3N

Intermediate
Maths
Challenge Year
10 & 11
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01 02 03 04 05 06 07
Parent teacher Parent Teacher
meating - Junior Meeting -
School and Year Year 8 & 11
9,12
08 09 10 11 12 13 14
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7,10 &13 School .9‘?5
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Over 16 Boys Owver 16 Girls
Basketball at Baskelball at
ACS ACS
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